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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV, FR, IS, XF 

SUBJ: FRANCE AND THE MIDDLE EAST 

REF: TEL AVIV 7182 

BEGIN SUMMARY: QUAI DIRECTOR OF NORTH AFRICAN AND 
MIDDLE EAST AFFAIRS TOLD US SEPTEMBER 28 THAT HE CAME 
AWAY FROM HIS RECENT CONSULTATIONS IN MOSCOW CONVINCED 
THAT THE SOVIETS WANT A RESUMPTION OF THE GENEVA 
MIDDLE EAST PEACE TALKS AND THAT HE BELIEVES THEY ARE 
TELLING THE PLO TO ACCEPT SC RES 242. CERLES SAID 
THE GOF UNDERSTANDS AND SUPPORTS THE US DESIRE TO 
AVOID ANY TAMPERING WITH 242. HE HAD HEARD TALK OF A 
POSSIBLE MOVE TO INTRODUCE A RESOLUTION REFERRING TO 
242 AND DEFINING PALESTINIAN RIGHTS BUT HE HAD NOT 
BEEN ABLE TO PIN DOWN ANY DETAILS. CERLES SAID THAT 
FRANCO-ISRAELI RELATIONS HAVE IMPROVED IN THE PAST 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 PARIS 28686 01 OF 02 301427Z 

FEW MONTHS BUT THAT THERE WAS NOTHING NEW ON THE 
POSSIBILITY OF A BEGIN VISIT TO FRANCE. END SUMMARY. 

1 . ON SEPTEMBER 28 THE POLITICAL COUNSELOR ACCOMPANIED 
BY EMBOFF COVERING ME AND AFRICAN AFFAIRS PAID AN 
INITIAL CALL ON QUAI DIRECTOR OF NORTH AFRICAN AND 
MIDDLE EAST AFFAIRS, PIERRE CERLES. CERLES HAD JUST 
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RETURNED THE PREVIOUS WEEK FROM MOSCOW WHERE HE HAD 
HAD TWO DAYS OF DISCUSSIONS ON MIDDLE EAST MATTERS 
WITH SOVIET ME EXPERT SYTENKO. CERLES CAME AWAY FROM 
THESE TALKS WITH THE BELIEF THAT THE SOVIETS ARE 
ANXIOUS TO SEE A GENEVA CONFERENCE RECONVENED, IF 
FOR NO OTHER REASON THAN TO GET THEMSELVES BACK INTO 
THE MIDDLE EAST GAME. WE NOTED THAT IF THIS IS THE 
CASE IT WOULD BE INTERESTING TO KNOW WHAT THE RUSSIANS 
ARE TELLING THE PLO SINCE THE QUESTION OF PALESTINIAN 
RECOGNITION APPEARS TO BE THE MAIN STUMBLING BLOCK TO 
GENEVA AT THE PRESENT TIME. 

2. CERLES SAID THAT THE SOVIETS HAD NOT BEEN PRECISE 
ON THIS POINT BUT THAT HE HAD THE DISTINCT IMPRESSION 
THAT THEY WERE TELLING ARAFAT THAT HE SHOULD ACCEPT 
SC RES 242. CERLES SAID SYTENKO HAD TOLD HIM THAT 

THE PALESTINIAN ATTITUDE WAS THAT AMERICAN RECOGNITION 
WAS NOT ENOUGH RETURN FOR ACCEPTING 242. THEY MAIN- 
TAINED THAT THEY ARE ALREADY ABLE TO COMMUNICATE 
ADEQUATELY WITH THE AMERICANS THROUGH THIRD 
AND-GIVING THE STANDARD ARGUMENT-THEY WOULD BE GIVING 
UP THEIR SOLE NEGOTIATING CARD, RECOGNITION OF ISRAEL, 
WITHOUT ANY COMPENSATING CONCESSION BY ISRAEL. 

3. WE ASKED WHETHER THE PLO HAD ASKED ANYTHING OF 
FRANCE IN CONNECTION WITH THE FORTHCOMING UNGA SESSION. 
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(FONMIN GUIRINGAUD MET IN PARIS WITH FARUK KADUMI AND 
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KHALID AL HASSAN PRIOR TO HIS DEPARTURE FOR NEW YORK.) 
CERLES STATED FLATLY THAT THEY HAD NOT. THE CONVER- 
SATIONS IN PARIS WERE ONLY AN EXCHANGE OF VIEWS. WE 
INQUIRED WHETHER CERLES WAS AWARE OF ANY POSSIBLE 
INITIATIVE TO FLOAT A NEW SC RES WHICH WOULD MODIFY 
242. WE EMPHASIZED THAT THIS IS A MATTER OF GREAT 
CONCERN TO US AS 242 FORMS THE BASIS FOR OUR PEACE 
EFFORTS AND IT WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE TO PREDICT THE 
RESULTS SHOULD THIS BE TAMPERED WITH. CERLES SAID 
THAT THE GOF UNDERSTOOD OUR POSITION PERFECTLY AND 
AGREED WITH IT; FRANCE WOULD TAKE NO INITIATIVE AT THE 
UN SO LONG AS OUR PEACE EFFORTS WERE ALIVE. AS TO 
INITIATIVES BY OTHERS AT THE UN, HE HAD HEARD PRIOR 
TO HIS VISIT TO MOSCOW OF A POSSIBLE ROMANIAN MOVE TO 
INTRODUCE A RESOLUTION WHICH WOULD REFER TO (BUT NOT 
CHANGE) 242 AND DEFINE PALESTINIAN RIGHTS. HE HAD 
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ASKED SYTENKO ABOUT THIS. SYTENKO HAD PROFESSED 
COMPLETE IGNORANCE. 

4. TURNING TO SUBJECT OF FRANCO-ISRAELI RELATIONS, 

WE SAID WE HAD NOTICED SOME RECENT IMPROVEMENT AND 
ASKED ABOUT FUTURE PROSPECTS. CERLES SAID THERE HAD 
INDEED BEEN IMPROVEMENT IN RECENT MONTHS. GUIRINGAUD 
HAD HAD A GOOD VISIT THERE LAST MARCH AND WAS WARMLY 
RECEIVED. IN A SOMEWHAT PHILOSOPHICAL VEIN CERLES 
SAID THAT RELATIONS WOULD LOGICALLY IMPROVE FURTHER 
AS THE ISRAELIS CAME TO A GREATER APPRECIATION OF THE 
REALITIES OF THE MIDDLE EAST SITUATION AND THEIR OWN 
ISOLATION A- VIS WORLD OPINION. HE ACKNOW- 
LEDGED THAT THE INVITATION EXTENDED TO RABIN REMAINED 
OPEN FOR BEGIN BUT WAS UNCOMMUNICATIVE ON THE SUBJECT 
OF A POSSIBLE BEGIN VISIT TO FRANCE. 

HARTMAN 
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